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Sometimes,  Jesus  seems  confusing,  inappropriate  or
uncaring.  When  people  are  disagreeing  about  money,  for
example, Jesus tells them “You always have the poor with you
but you will not always have me” (Matthew 26:11). It seems a
rather uncaring comment to make!

Again,  when  people  are  harassed  about  arranging a  family
burial,  Jesus  says  “let  the  dead  bury  their  own  dead”
(Matthew 8:22). Rather unsympathetic perhaps?

But,  often Jesus is a kind of  riddle to us – he wants us to
understand, through his uncomfortable words and through his
clever  stories,  that  there  is  more  to  the  truth  than we  first
realised. Jesus wants us to notice that HE is the answer to our
worries, conundrums and mysteries. So, in the verses above,
Jesus hopes we will work out the answer: that HE is the hope
and life to be found amongst  poverty,  injustice,  illness and
mourning. These discoveries will help us along our way.
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Sunday Mornings

Have another visit to our YouTube channel this Sunday,
for the latest songs and messages.

We  will  let  you  know  as  soon  as  the  church  is  open  for
Sunday morning services again – keep an eye on the website
or on the Chapel Street Noticeboard.

Meanwhile,  Sunday  morning  worship  can  be  at  anytime
during the week, since our sermons, songs, hymns and prayers
are on our YouTube channel! Don’t miss out! Just search for
“Steeple Bumpstead Congregational Church” on YouTube, or 
follow one of the links on our website:

w  ww.steeplebumpsteadcc.org  

Open Church

 The church is usually open for prayer or to meet with   
  the minister, at these times:

 9.30am–12.30pm Tuesday to Thursdays,
 and 4–7pm Thursdays, “Open Church After Work.”

Pop in to visit, or to enjoy listening to some music rehearsals 
on Tuesday mornings.



PRAYER

• May  the  decision  making  of  government  leaders,  for  the
management  of  the  covid-19  pandemic,  be  guided  by  God,
though prayer and wisdom.

• We pray for listening and courageous people in our churches, to
venture into the new shape of church ministry at this post-lock-
down time.

• We ask for the compassion, peace and healing of God, for those 
suffering pain and illness.

• We pray for kindness in our community.

• We pray that the children and adults of the House of Joshua 
community in the Philippines, will be sustained by their faith at 
this challenging time.

• May the  power  and  the  peace  of  God  bless  Pastor  John  and
Bethesda Gospel Ministries in Southern India.

(Please contact the minister, Sophia, if you would like to add something 
to our prayer list, or for other matters of prayer.)

Thank You!
Thank  you  all  very  much  for  your  continued  support  for  the

church by giving. 

We continue to be affected by the loss of income from hall-hire. To find
out more about supporting the church, just contact our secretary, Chris
Blyth.
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